Final Draft of text for Freccles Submission to Local Transport Plan 3 Consultation.
Freccles – Friends of Eccles Station supports the strategy for the rail system outlined on page 11 of the Consultation brochure. 
· We share GMITA’s belief in the importance of developing working systems and networks with the DfT, Network Rail and the train operating companies so as to be able to represent the interests of Greater Manchester in future negotiations over electrification and franchise renewal.
· We support the need to upgrade stations and acknowledge recent progress in identifying funding for the development of Eccles Station.

· We also concur with the need for improved service patterns and frequencies and our proposals to develop Eccles as an interchange station requires that all current trains passing Eccles should stop at the station.

· We retain a long-term aspiration that Eccles Station should be made fully accessible to people with disabilities.

The development of Eccles Station is already a confirmed policy of GMITA. This is evidenced by the minutes of the GMITA Rail and Network Committee - February 2010 (Item 7) and October 2010 (Item 11) as well as by correspondence and GMITA statements made at meetings held in respect of Eccles Station.
The development of interchange facilities is also endorsed by the North-West Route Utilisation Strategy 2007 which recommended that ‘interchange improvements at Eccles are taken forward immediately’ while the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework and Action Plan 2008 - 2028 item BL10 calls for Enhancements to rail services to Eccles.
We feel that it is vital that, as the promotion of Eccles station as an interchange is already GMITA policy, this should be made explicit in the  Local Transport Plan 3 The plan should therefore include direct mention of developments like those planned at Eccles which are supported by GMITA, so that the LTP can then be referenced in future negotiations over service development with Network Rail and others. 
We therefore ask in the strongest possible terms that the following clause (or similar) be included in the final version of the LTP 3:

GMITA will continue to support and promote the integration of Eccles railway station into the transport interchange at Eccles and will press for

1) The development of the station as an interchange, particularly for Salford Quays/Media City UK and the Trafford Centre, for passengers from the West and North Wales.

2) The stopping of additional train services at Eccles.

3) Improvements to facilities at Eccles Station including better booking office  

       facilities and train information
Arguments for the development of Eccles Station as an interchange station ( the references in parentheses are to the Greater Manchester 2011 Local Transport Plan Draft Long-term Strategy)
· The strategic importance of Eccles can be seen from any map of the transport network in West Manchester. It is clearly positioned to act as an outer urban interchange along with Bolton,. Altrincham etc.
· The intention to develop Eccles station as an interchange has the support of Hazel Blears MP, Salford City Council, The Chair and Deputy Chair of GMITA, officers of GMPTE and Freccles - Friends of Eccles Station, and it  is accepted GMITA policy ( see previous section) 
· The proposal has economic benefits (2.1.4) in terms of the regeneration of Eccles Town centre to which Salford City Council is committed, and in terms of linking people to jobs in respect of employment opportunities at Media City but also by  enabling residents of West Salford to access jobs at Manchester Airport and South Manchester in general.

· The proposal has carbon reduction benefits as it would reduce car travel to Media City UK – one of the centres outside the City Centre that is like to see 60% of commuter journeys by car unless action is taken (see 3.3.2). The reduced journey times offered by an exchange facility at Eccles would also lead to a reduction in emissions.
· The proposal meets another strategic target – that of providing increased travel opportunities for commuters from outside Greater Manchester ie Merseyside, Chester and North Wales ( para 4.2.1.11)

· Inherent in the development of Eccles Station is the intention to have services to Manchester Airport stopping at Eccles to serve a large area of the west side of  the conurbation that lacks a direct service to the airport. This meets GMITA strategic aims in terms of employment access referred to above, but also would increase travel options to the airport so reducing carbon emissions caused by surface access to the airport. (4.2.5)
· The proposals, by enabling passengers to by-pass the congested city centre, fit well with the aim of GMITA to offer smarter travel choices in an effort to encourage lower carbon travel (4.3.2.1).

· Developments at Eccles would also help to tackle over-crowding by encouraging passengers bound for facilities in West Salford and Trafford, to change at Eccles and so reduce the number of passengers travelling through the Manchester hub ( para 4.2.1.13)
· Providing the option to change trains at Eccles encourages better use of public transport and so meets value for money criteria for the reasons stated above.

· Finally the Eccles interchange proposals promote the integration of public transport demanded by businesses and residents in greater Manchester (3.6.1)
